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Body 


Conservatives have moved to quash a government bill that mandates Ottawa set legally binding targets to hit net- 
zero carbon emissions by 2050 over a lack of representation from the oil and gas sector on an outside advisory 
panel. 


Tory House Leader Gerard Deltell put forward the motion during the fourth debate of Bill C-12. 


It asks the House not to give the legislation a second reading, where it could be approved in principle and sent to a 
committee for further study. 


The Conservatives’ motion says C-12 fails to implement a plan that addresses climate change while protecting 
Canadian jobs and economic growth. 


It says the Liberal government failed to work with other parties as to who would be part of an outside group advising 
the environment minister on how to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050. 


Environment and Climate Change Minister Jonathan Wilkinson expressed disappointment with the move and 
questioned the Tories' commitment to fighting climate change. 


"This move comes the day after Erin O'Toole released a climate pamphlet that made no commitment to get Canada 
to net-zero emissions by 2050," Wilkinson said in a statement. 


The Conservative motion said Liberals appointed "climate activists" to the outside panel and if the government acts 
on their advice it would destroy the oil and gas sector, as well as other industries, and weaken national unity. 


"What bothers us with regard to this bill is that yet again, the Liberals have a hidden agenda,” said Conservative MP 
Joel Godin in French. 


"They're already making appointments - they've identified people who would be on the advisory body. Can we not 
respect all industries in Canada?" 


The government announced in February that 14 people had been appointed to the advisory group. 


Among those were the president of the Canadian Labour Congress and executive director of Climate Action 
Network Canada. 


The Yukon regional chief for the Assembly of First Nations and former president of SaskPower also make up the 
advisory panel. 
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"Conservatives wanted to work with the Liberals on their plan to reach net-zero, but the Trudeau government has 
broken their promise to work with representatives from oil and gas companies and their organizations," Tory 
environment critic Dan Albas said in a statement. 


He said the panel doesn't include anyone from oil and gas or associated groups, even though the natural resources 
minister has said the country can't achieve net-zero emissions without the sector. 


"The body is filled with individuals who are actively working to hurt Canada's energy workers and against oil and 
gas projects." 


The Conservative motion comes after Wilkinson sent a letter to opposition leaders urging they end the debate over 
C-12 and move it onto the next legislative stage. 


He asked that if leaders didn't allow the debate to wrap, that they would consider supporting the government's use 
of what he called "the parliamentary tools available" to move the bill forward. 


The NDP and the Bloc Québécois say the bill needs to be strengthened while the Liberals say they are open to 
making amendments. 


NDP environment and climate change critic Laurel Collins said the bill doesn't include any accountability 
mechanisms for the next 10 years and wants it include a 2025 milestone target. 


"The Conservatives have not been treating climate change seriously and it's clear that they're not interested in 
getting this bill into law. But the Liberals need to stop blaming everyone else for their failure to address climate 
change." 


The push to move C-12 to committee comes a day after O'Toole unveiled his long-promised plan to combat climate 
change, which Wilkinson has dismissed as convoluted, inconsistent and ineffective. 


O'Toole is now proposing to levy his own price on carbon, the money from which would be put into personalized 
savings accounts which individuals could tap to make green purchases. 


The Canadian Press 


Classification 


Language: ENGLISH 


Publication-Type: Newspaper 


Journal Code: TTA 


Subject: APPOINTMENTS (90%); CLIMATE ACTION (90%); CLIMATE CHANGE (90%); EMISSIONS (90%); 
ENERGY & UTILITY REGULATION & POLICY (90%); GREENHOUSE GASES (90%); LEGISLATION (90%); 
ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES (89%); OIL & GAS REGULATION & POLICY (89%); GOVERNMENT 
& PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (79%); LIBERALISM (79%); ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENTS (78%); 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW (78%); GOVERNMENT ADVISORS & MINISTERS (78%); POLITICAL PARTIES (78%); 
EXECUTIVES (77%); NATURAL RESOURCES (77%); ECONOMIC CONDITIONS (76%); APPROVALS (72%); 
ECONOMIC GROWTH (71%); ASSOCIATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS (70%); NATIVE AMERICANS (70%) 


Page 3 of 3 


Conservatives cite concern over sway on net-zero target; Worried about activists, party calls for protections for 
jobs and economy 


Company: SASKATCHEWAN POWER CORP (52%) 


Industry: SIC4911 ELECTRIC SERVICES (52%); EMISSIONS (90%); ENERGY & UTILITY REGULATION & 
POLICY (90%); OIL & GAS INDUSTRY (89%); OIL & GAS REGULATION & POLICY (89%) 


Geographic: OTTAWA, ON, CANADA (78%); YUKON TERRITORY, CANADA (57%); CANADA (95%) 


Load-Date: April 17, 2021 


End of Document 


